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ZIONISM:

WITH
IX the last twenty years, a new word has been

added to the vocabulary of the English language,

as indeed, to all the languages of Europe and Asia, which spells
" Zionism "

a word of recent coinage, but conveying an idea,

nay, an ideal as old as the Old Testament, if, indeed, not older !

" Zionism "
is but a new label, so to say, affixed to a bottle of

old, very old, wine !

Now, what is
" Zionism "

? What does it aim at to begin

with
;
and what does it seek to accomplish ? Is there any need

for it ? Is it desirable ? Is is practicable ? Will it benefit the

world render it more humane, more moral, more religious,

and more peaceful when accomplished ?

The general public, I take it, would like to be enlightened

on all these points, and the crowded audience in front of me,

who have gathered together to hear a lecture on u
Zionism,"

prove by their very presence, that such is the case. Nay, I go
even further, and say that the general public have a right to

have all these questions answered, they can even demand it,

inasmuch as " Zionism "
relies for its realization, not only upon

the sympathy and good will of the public, but even upon its

active participation and practical support. You, therefore, as

representing the public, are undoubtedly entitled to have
" Zionism "

fully explained to you ;
and your Lecturer, as a Jew,

and a Zionist, has most cheerfully undertaken the task, and he

promises you to do his best to enable you, to-night, to leave this

Lecture Hall better informed on the subject than when you
came in. With your leave, therefore, I will proceed to answer,

all the questions
'' Zionism "

raises one by one."



1 What is "Zionism"?
u Zionism "

is Jewish Nationalism not a new thing in itself

by any means
;
but rather a return to the old state of things a

return to the statu quo ante bellum. A Christian audience (such

as I have the honour of addressing) to whom the Bible forms

their staple spiritual diet, with the contents of which they are as

acquainted as with the history of Oliver Cromwell, need hardly

be reminded that Jewish nationalism is not a new thing ;
that it

existed before, and that according to promise it will some day
exist again nay, more, that it is to your own interest that it

should exist again due to your very sense of justice to see that

it does exist again. You all know that the Jews have, at one

time, also been a nation, at home, dwelling in a land of their

own, and that land was not the mythical
u
Atlantis," now said to

be covered by the Atlantic Ocean, but Palestine ! a country still

existing the land of the Jew, in the hand of the Turk. The

"Promised Land" as poetically called was promised to no

other people but the Jews, and that promise, in the past, was

faithfully fulfilled. The Jewish nation did hold Palestine in

their possession altogether for about fifteen centuries and a half.

Entering it, under Moses and Joshua, they held the country for

950 years, until Babylon came and dispossessed them of it. Fifty

years after they returned, and held it again for another 600 years,

until Rome, the rapacious eagle,

Swooped down upon the Country, and seized it as a prey,
Leaving- the Jews to wander whither they may.

Since then Jewish nationalism remained in a state of suspended
animation. Not dead, nor even dying, but lying in a trance

which state causes the body politic no end of suffering, and

which suffering should excite the pity and commiseration of all

those who can help to restore Jewish nationalism to

conscious life, which restored animation would save the people,

and benefit the world, east and west alike. A physician is

urgently needed; and "Zionism "has charged itself with the

noble task of acting the physician to restore the Jewish body

politic to a state of national consciousness, and Jewish national-

ism to a living organism this is ''Zionism" !
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II. What does "Zionism" Aim at First.

" Zionism" seeks, first of all, to maks all Jews Zionists not

an easy task, by any means, to warm up, to an ideal, hearts

which a long exile and a never failing oppression have chilled,

benumbed and rendered cold with despair! "Zionism" is

making an earnest endeavour to infuse fresh hope and courage

into disheartened hearts and make them throb once more with a

national pulsation to tell Israel that they must not regard them-

selves as

Scattered links of a broken chain,
That are never to be put tog-ether again.

a chain that served its time, and lost its purpose. No !

but rather as a chain that, though broken, has all its links,

though scattered, wonderfully preserved ;
and since everything

Providentially preserved, is preserved for a purpose, these

links are preserved for no other purpose but

To be united together again
In that marvellous old chain,

And the time for this unification would seem to be fast

approaching !

"Zionism" seeks to revive in the breast of the Jew, the

prophetic hope for the national restoration proclaimed from

Moses to Ezekiel to create anew, in the heart of the Jew,

the desire, the longing, for a return to his own land, as

the condition precedent. The Jewish people must wish for

it first, before anything can be done in the matter. Neither

the World nor Providence will consider the matter at all,

until the Jews themselves have expressed that desire, and

expressed it unequivocally, clearly, and unmistakably. Not

until the return to Palestine had become the ardent desire,

the consuming passion, of the Hebrew, all the world over

not until the Jew had gained the courage, the manliness,

to stand up for his national rights, and to give voice to

this desire before the world, without the cringing fear of

perhaps he might be accused of want of local patriotism

not until then, is there any hope, nor the slightest chance

for Jewish Nationalism, or a restoration to Palestine, to come
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\vithin the range of practical politics. The Jew must wish

for it first
;
and next, he must have the courage to say so ;

when God and the world will he all attention !

This is what "Zionism" is trying to do first trying to

reason with the Jew, to get him to say so! "Zionism" is

quite sure that the world will not respect the Jew any the

less because he seeks to re-establish himself in his own land

because he seeks to fulfil prophecy, and prove the words

of scripture true to the letter. On the contrary "Zionism"

is most sanguine, that the world will respect the Jew all

the more for it ! as the world always respects those who

respect themselves individually or nationally the world

always respects those who respect the word of God.

III. What does "Zionism" Seek to

Accomplish ?

" Zionism "
seeks to secure a legally assured home for

the Jewish people in Palestine, guaranteed by all the powers
of Europe (Asia and America) as is Belgium or Switzerland.

The Jewish nation is now, for the last 18 centuries,

countryless, and Palestine, peopleless ! The Jews are the only

nation on God's earth at this day, without a land to call

their own, and Palestine the only country without a people,

really her own. The Arabs and Turks can no more be

regarded as Palestinean than the English element in India,

can be called Hindus. Palestine has no real native

population now, and has not had any for the last 18 centuries.

Palestinean colonists, past and present, were, and are all

strangers, aliens, and they themselves supply the proof.

That they never succeeded in restoring the soil to her

ancient fertility, though they try hard enough. Whereas in

the time of David and Solomon, Palestine in its restricted

area a country not larger than Switzerland sustained a

population of about 7 millions in ease and affluence, and

yet did a large export trade in grain, fruit, and oil (see

Ezekiel xxvii, 17), this same country now, can hardly support



a sparse population of 600,000 ! What stronger proof can

we have that the present so called Palestinean natives are

all strangers ? to whose embrace the land refuses to respond.

Palestine as the peculiar land, will smile fertility only upon
the efforts of her own people the people specially made for

her to order my last sentence "the people specially made

for her to order," might perhaps have sounded very strange

to you but though it may sound strange, it is scripturally

true nevertheless. Open your Bibles at the book of Genesis

xii, 4-7, and xxi, 5, and you will find that God promised
Palestine to Abraham for his children, 25 years before the

birth of the first-born Jew, thus Providence had first chosen

the land and llirn charged nature to produce the people

for the land. Think of this ! and say whether the people

were not specially made for her to order ? Palestine is thus

the peculiar land of a peculiar people, and as the people so

is the land. As the people will not or cannot thoroughly

assimilate with other races providence does not permit it

so the land will not, or cannot assimilate other settlers !

Palestine is at this day as bereft of the Jews as the Jews
are of Palestine

;
and she shows it unmistakably

She looks, even now, as bereft

As on the da}
7 the Jews have left.

Now " Zionism " seeks to restore the people without a

country to the country without a people an excellent match

which will benefit both will end the Jews' migrations, his

wanderings on God's earth, restore rest and peace to him

and fertility to that land, which erstwhile was flowing with

milk and honey.

The Jewish nation, however, would not enter Palestine

this time with bow and arrow, sword and spear, as they

did the first time under Moses and Joshua ;
nor would they

enter as the vassals of one particular power, as they did

the second time under Persia. This time they would enter

it as the proteges of all the powers of Europe, Asia and

America, all of whom should guarantee Jewish independencies ;

and the Jews would do their best to deserve the confidence



and protection of a Universal Concert, by remaining strictly

neutral.

And we Jews, have unquestionably, a moral claim upon

European Powers to help us to regain a peaceful possession

of Palestine. For was it not Rome a European Power that

dispossessed us of it ?

European nations, at the bankruptcy of Rome, so to

speak, have taken over her assets, n.imely Christianity ! now

along with that valuable asset was transferred also the debt

Rome owed to the* Jewish nation, at the time of her

downfall, and Europe who has taken over the asset should

also honour her liability, and restore to the Jews the land

Rome has deprived them of.

The first time when an Asiatic Power (Chaldea),
robbed us of our estate, another Asiatic Power (Persia J, came

and restored it to us. Now, that a European Power (Rome),
has deprived us of our inheritance, it is for European Powers

to come and restore it to us.

IV. Is there any need for it?

Yes, unquestionably, and the need is very pressing,

becoming accentuated more and more year by year.

The bulk of the Jewish people, about 6 millions, are in Russia,

and Russia is proving itself day by day, more and more, a veritable

inferno for the Jewish people a hell upon earth ! Whether

Russia remains under the heel of the Czar and the bureau-

cracy, or becomes really constitutional, the nett result to the

Je^'s will remain the same, at least for another century.

Let us only look back on what transpired in Odessa,

Kisheneff, and another hundred Jewish centres the very

next day after the Czar's constitution granting manifesto was

proclaimed. Why, police officials, in disguise, led the mob to

commit such frightful atrocities against the Jews that for the

like of which we have to go back to the darkest periods

of the middle ages. Thousands were murdered in cold blood, put
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to death with savage cruelty. Innocent children were thrown

down from the 3rd and 4th stories and dashed to pieces,

even furiated beasts could not do as much. We need but

look back on the way the new era of liberty had began for the

Jews in Russia, to be convinced that the Jews have but very
little to expect from the change of Government

;
and

no wonder, for the distemper of ages, cannot be cured in

a day ;
the evil done by so many Russian Autocratic Govern-

ments, will take as many Democratic Governments to undo.

The unscrupulous wicked Russian Bureaucracy, whose

policy has ever been to "divide and govern" to set class

against class, race against race, in order to draw away the

peoples' attention from their mis-doings, ever found the

Jews a safety-valve by which to let off the steam, the fury

of the disaffected. The defenceless Jews were ever made

the target at which the mob was directed to shoot - the

Government paying the cost, and directing the operation !

This atrocious Bureaucracy have so inoculated the Russian

Mujik with an inveterate hatred towards the Jew, have done

their diabolic work so thoroughly, have trained, disciplined,

the mob so well for the "
Programs

"
that the apt pupils

have now become consummate masters ! They require no

longer Government Engineering, they can do it now on their

own accord. Church and State have joined forces for

centuries to outlaw the Jew, and cut the ground from under

his feet. Is it possible now, ask yourselves, that all this

hatred towards the Jew taught and inculcated into the heart

of the Russian Mujik for centuries can be eradicated, swept

away by the mere publishing of a Czar's Manifesto ? The

Russian Bureaucracy had lived too long, sinned too much,

propagated too much evil, to permit the same being eradicated

in a short space of time ! As well you may expect to

pass an elephant through the eye of a needle, as to expect

for the Jews in Russia to have freedom and security all at

once. Should even the State Duma grant it or confirm it

which I very much doubt even then it will yet remain a



dead letter for years. The evil seed, which Russian successive

Governments have sown for ages, will take ages to uproot

effectually.

"
It would be foolishly sanguine," says Major Evans

Gordon* (an authority on the subject),
" to expect that this great

Jewish problem will be solved in Russia itself. The causes

which operate against such a result, are not only strong, but

permanent." There is the dynastic prejudice, the aristocratic

prejudice, the Church prejudice, the economic prejudice, and the

wholesale race prejudice of an illiterate, ignorant, and super-

stitious populace to overcome before the Jew can regard Russia

as his home. There is no home for the Jews in Russia for this

century at all events.

The Jew has to emigrate, but where to ? To England ?

Why only last Session an anti-Alien Bill was passed which (to

our shame) aims at no other alien as much as at the alien Jew
the landless man ! Even the Alien Bill apart, how many can

England take in ? a land so thickly populated as to have close

upon 500 people to every square mile, how many more can she

take in ? Another 100,000 would perhaps be the most that the

United Kingdom can yet digest, but what about the remaining

5,900,000 ? Where shall they go to ?

To North America ? Well. It would seem as if even

the capacity of America is not illimitable, since even there it was

found necessary to impose restrictions on immigration ;
and we

need not be surprised at it, for America has been the

emporium for the surplus population of all races and all

regions for ages. The sea, into which all the streams of

emigration from China to Peru were discharging themselves

for centuries, even this sea by now, must be very nigh

full to overflow, and can certainly not find room for all the

Russian Jews who must emigrate.

To South America or Argentina ? Why even those Jews
who are there already would like to get away if they could.

They cannot, evidently, regard Argentine as their home, since

* His Letter to " The Times," December 8th, 1905.
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even they have formed their "Zionist" Societies' to support

the national movement !

To Australia ? Why even General Booth's great emig-
ration scheme fell through, because of the unwillingness of

the Australians to encourage it.

To Africa ? The coast lands are full, and the interior

is lit only for savages.

Thus, to which ever country we turn, we find it either

unsuitable or locked Jericho-like against the children of

Israel, locked politically, socially or economically, and the

linger of providence would seem to point towards no other

land for the solution of the Jewish Question but Palestine !

V. Is it Desirable?

Yes; and in the interest not only of the Jews, but even

of the Gentiles.

Those who have eyes to see, a mind to observe, and

can read the sign of the times, would have noticed, perhaps

painfully, but noticed all the same, how a reactionary wave

of Racialism is gradually setting in all over Europe. The

spectre of Racial nationalism, which one had hoped or thought
had seen its day, and was respectably buried in cosmopol-

itanism, is gradually rising from its grave and coming to

life again. This tidal wave of Racialism (to those who can

read the future}, is unmistakably gathering volume and

momentum, and is already beginning to tell upon the fortunes

of the Jew in Europe wherever he is numerously represented,

with the inevitable result, that sooner or later, Israel will

have to go from Europe.

The Jew, whom Providence \\ill not permit to assimilate

even if lie would whom Providence would keep distinct,

even in spite of himself, is getting too big a tenant for any

landlord, without causing him some little uneasiness as to

the future. Israel, thanks to Providence, is becoming

sufficiently numerous as to make it next to impossible for
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him to form part and parcel of any other nation. He is

too big a morsel even for a " Leviathan "
like Russia to

digest, hence, why the European nations are becoming so

restive now and again in their attitude towards Israel. They
would like this big tenant to build up a place for himself and

relieve them of their anxiety. And, Jew as I am, I say that

to a very large extent, they are quite right ! It is high time

that the Jew should begin or re-start national house-keeping

for himself. If Belgium, with a population of under six

millions
; if Switzerland and Roumania, with populations of

under three millions each, can be independent Kingdoms,

why cannot Israel, with his twelve millions ?

The Jewish question has out-grown individual states,

and is rapidly becoming international. It is becoming a

grave question, that in the near future, Europe as a whole,

will be called upon to deal with and to solve it in

statesman-like fashion. ''Zionism," therefore, has come forward

to point out the solution. It suggests to Europe and America

to take sweet counsel together in conjunction with leading

Jews, in order to settle the outstanding Jewish question

once for all to settle it in the only effectual way, the way
it ever can be settled namely, to restore Palestine to the

Jews and the Jews to Palestine !

VI. Is it Practicable?

Certainly it is
;

The Europe which could secure the

independence of Switzerland, of Belgium, of Roumania, and

the Balkan Slates, can also secure Palestine for the Jews
if it but chooses. If the European Powers were but to put

their heads together. Summon a conference to consider the

eternal Jewish question as an International problem, and they

should unanimously decide in favour of neutralising Palestine

as the legally secured home for the Jewish people. Turkey,

after a little protestation, and procrastination, will yield to

European pressure, perhaps even without any naval demon-

stration. For Turkey is quite aware that she will have to
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surrender Palestine to the Jews, one day. So much so, that

she proclaims this very belief every Friday afternoon, by closing

the gates of Jerusalem, which order is due to a Mohammedan
tradition " that the Jews will re-take Jerusalem on a Friday

afternoon
;

will enter it through the Golden Gate," which

reason has made them to wall up the same.

Turkey knows all this, and she also has come to realise

that that day is drawing nigh. She will therefore, if pressed

by Europe, will come to terms with Israel and make the best

bargain she can. Turkey if pressed hard, would rather see

Palestine restored to the Jews, before it should fall into

the hands of any European Power
;
and so would the

European Powers themselves mutually jealous of each other

as they are, they, too, would rather see it restored to the

Jews, than any one of them should have it ! As for the

sacred places they could be made extra territorial if indeed,

the Jew, the brother of Jesus according to the flesh, could

not be entrusted with the guardianship of the same as well as

the utter stranger, the non-Christian Turk !

And Palestine is large enough to afford a home for all

the Jews found in the world ! For the lands of Edom, Moab,

and Ammon, on the south, south-east, and east of Palestine,

now lying waste with hardly any inhabitants, had originally

formed part of Palestine, as promised to Abraham, and

repeated at the foot of Sinai.* These could now be incorporated

with Palestine as belonging to it geographically, which form

a country nearly as large as England ; enough room for

all present Israel and their children's children. The thing

is visible and feasible, reasonable and practicable, if only

Europe would take the matter in hand.

*
Vide, Genesis xv., 18-21, and Exodus xxiii., 31.
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VII. Will "Zionism" benefit the World

Economically, Morally and Religiously,
and bring about more Peace ?

"Zionism" has no hesitation in answering all these

questions, in the affirmative Yes ! Yes !

(a) The world will benefit by it economically, inas-

much as the gradual departure of Israel from

Europe, America, and Africa, cannot fail to

relieve the present congestion, the overcrowding

and the glutted markets. Their departure is

bound to reduce competition, and create some

room, and to that extent it is bound to relieve

the economic depression ;
besides what it will

create new markets, as the building up of a

country, must mean so much work for the in-

dustrial world !

(b) Morally the world will benefit by it this wise
;

albeit indirectly. With the departure of the

Jews from Europe, Jew-murder, or the Massacre-

ing of the Jews in such a country as Russia

for instance, or anti-semitic feeling in general,

will cease or disappear, because there \vill be

no Jews whom to massacre, or whom to hate.

With the disappearance of the combustible

material, there will be less inducement for

would-be incendiaries to inflame the passion

of the rabble and cause a conflagration. As

the Russian Government, or the demagogues
all over Europe will have no Jews against

whom to incite the fury of the mob, and the

mob no susceptible people upon whom to pour
out that fury. That fury will gradually dim-

inish for want of exercise, and finally become

entirely extinguished ;
when the lower orders

will become automatically more humane, more

moral in spite even of themselves.



(c) Religiously the gain will be immense. When the

world will see the prophetic dream of Israel's

Restoration interpreted, literally, in broad day-

light when the world will behold that cheery

promise, long held out to the Jew by the Holy
Book had now become an accomplished fact,

the sacredness of that Book containing that

promise, will rise immensely in the eyes of the

world, and become doubly Holy. Its divine

character even the sceptic then will have to

admit, and there will be a religious revival

such as the world has never witnessed before.

God will become a reality, and the "
Kingdom

of Heaven "
will then have its glorious oppor-

tunity to be established on earth in sober

earnestness.

(d) And bring about more Peace. Once the world will

have restored the Jews to Palestine, the world will

have created, automatically, an " International

Arbitration Bureau," the representative character

of which will ever remain unique and unsur-

passable, and as bound to command confidence

by the nature of its composition, it cannot fail

to promote peace.

The Jewish people as will be gathered from every nation

under Heaven, in whose midst they dwelt for centuries

long, during which centuries they have imbibed the peculiar

characteristics, the various idiosyncrasies, the ambitions and

aspirations of every nation, will carry the same away with

them into Palestine, where it cannot fail to manifest itself in

marked sympathy and even affection for that nation or

country, creating an ardent desire to safeguard her interest

whenever the opportunity should present itself.

Now as there will be Jews in Palestine from every part

of the habitable globe Jews who have hailed from England,

France, Germany, Holland, Russia, Roumania, Austria, Italy
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Turkey, Persia (Japan), China, America, Africa, and Australia, as

each country will have contributed its quota towards the re-

formation of the Jewish nation. Each country will have in the

re-formed Jewish nation, her sympathisers and supporters, nay,

her own representatives ! as the jews in their own land will

fairly represent all the nations of the earth ! with them, there-

fore, all interests will be fairly balanced, all claims receive equal

consideration, since it could not be otherwise. And when

you add to this, the acknowledged legal acumen of the

Jewish people, it will be admitted that the world will have

in Israel, after the Restoration, a unique nation, constitutionally

and mentally adapted for the office of Arbiter of the world's

peace an International Arbitration Bureau, the like of which

the world never had before ! to which people contending

states, could refer their disputes with so much confidence

as to the impartiality of the referee seeing that in referring

their differences to the restored Jewish nation, each party

will but refer it to another self !

Ergo, when the nations of the world will have realised

that they themselves have created such a peculiarly repre-

sentative International Arbitration Bureau, they will refer their

national differences to no other people. And as the verdict

of such a composite nation as the Jews will be, is bound to be

fair and just to both parties. Fair and just to all concerned,

the nations of the world will be more and more inclined,

as time goes on, to avail themselves of the services of the

|ewish nation they themselves have restored, with the result

that there will be fewer wars, and more peace !
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